Islip Parish Council 
[Date]

David Peckford
Re: Outline Planning Application – Former Fuel Depot, Islip, Oxfordshire Request for Suspension Pending PFAS Contamination Investigation
Dear Mr Peckford
I am writing on behalf of Islip Parish Council to formally request that the current outline planning application for residential development on the former fuel depot site at Islip be suspended until a full investigation into potential contamination by per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS and PFOA) has been completed.
Background Concerns
The Parish Council has noted with significant concern the recent reports of exceptionally high levels of 'forever chemicals' in Gallos Brook at Kirtlington, approximately 4km downstream from the former RAF Upper Heyford, where firefighting foam containing PFAS was used extensively over many years.
Gallos Brook continues through Islip and feeds into the River Ray, raising serious questions about whether elevated levels of these chemicals are also present in watercourses around our village.
Wider Context: Heyford Park Development
These concerns must be viewed in the context of the ongoing contamination issues at the former RAF Upper Heyford site itself, where plans for approximately 9,000 new homes are being progressed. Recent reports have raised significant concerns about potential chemical pollution at this site, highlighting the legacy contamination from decades of military use.  
The Gallos Brook contamination — now being described as the "Gallos Brook disaster" — demonstrates that PFAS contamination from the former airbase is not confined to the base perimeter but has spread through the local watercourse system. This makes thorough investigation of all downstream sites, including the Islip fuel depot, an urgent necessity before any development proceeds.
Relevance to the Proposed Development
The former fuel depot site is of particular concern given the historic storage and use of foam firefighting equipment at this location, which is likely to have resulted in PFAS contamination of the soil and groundwater. Critically, Gallos Brook flows directly past this site, raising further questions about both the extent of on-site contamination and the potential for development activity to disturb and disperse these harmful substances.
Our Position
Islip Parish Council wishes to reiterate its objection to the current planning proposal on the following grounds:
· Insufficient contamination data — There is a lack of detailed contamination surveys specific to PFAS and PFOA at the development site.
· Absence of remediation strategy — No clear plan has been presented for how identified contamination would be effectively mitigated.
· Public health risk — Given the known toxicity and persistence of these chemicals, and their links to serious health conditions, all precautions must be taken to prevent unnecessary exposure.
· Cumulative impact — The emerging evidence of widespread PFAS contamination from RAF Upper Heyford, and its dispersal through the Gallos Brook system, underscores the need for a comprehensive assessment of the Islip site before any development is approved.
· 


We respectfully request that the Planning Committee does not progress consideration of this application until:
1. The extent of PFAS/PFOA contamination at the site and in adjacent watercourses has been fully assessed.
2. The associated risks to human and animal health, agriculture, and the wider environment have been properly evaluated.
3. Effective mitigation and remediation measures have been agreed with the relevant regulatory bodies.
We also note our support for the correspondence sent to the Environment Agency, the Ministry of Defence, and Cherwell District Council by Calum Miller MP, requesting information on historic assessments and clarification of next steps. We will be seeking confirmation on whether the Environment Agency intends to extend its monitoring further downstream and what assessment is being made of the broader environmental and health risks.
At a time of increasing scientific understanding of the impact of forever chemicals on public health, it is essential that the Council takes a precautionary approach. Development of this site must not proceed until all risks are fully understood and appropriately addressed.
We would welcome confirmation of receipt of this letter and an update on how the Council intends to address these concerns.

Yours faithfully,
[Name] Clerk to Islip Parish Council On behalf of Islip Parish Council

