Emma Kearney
Islip Parish Council
Clerk@islipparishcouncil.gov.uk 
07806813774

14th October 2026

Re: Planning Application 25/02918/OUT — Land at Islip Fuel Depot, Bletchingdon Road, Islip
Weston-on-the-Green Airfield Safety Zone — Consultation
Dear Defence Infrastructure Organisation Safeguarding Team,
We are writing regarding the above application, for which Cherwell District Council’s Planning Committee resolved unanimously to grant permission on 23rd July 2026.
The Council understands that the application site, although not the village itself, falls within the safeguarding area associated with Weston-on-the-Green airfield. When this was raised at the Committee meeting, officers advised that consultation with the Ministry of Defence was not required, on the basis that the relevant safeguarding provision relates to building height and the proposed development falls below that threshold.
The Council is concerned that this response addressed only one of two separate safeguarding requirements. In addition to building height, aerodrome safeguarding also covers developments likely to attract birds, because of the bird strike risk to aircraft. The guidance accompanying the Town and Country Planning (Safeguarded Aerodromes, Technical Sites and Military Explosives Storage Areas) Direction 2002 describes a bird strike consultation area of eight miles around military aerodromes (13 kilometres for civil aerodromes). Within this area, local planning authorities are required to consult the relevant safeguarding authority before granting permission for development likely to attract birds. The guidance specifically identifies the creation or modification of areas of water, such as ponds and wetlands, as development likely to attract birds. The Civil Aviation Authority similarly describes a 13-kilometre wildlife circle on aerodrome safeguarding maps, and notes that aerodrome safeguarding is a legal requirement subject to regular audit.
The development would bring significant changes to the ecology of the site, including to trees, hedgerows, drainage ditches and buildings. The Council also understands that the application proposes sustainable drainage (SuDS) features. Such features commonly create areas of standing water, which are known to attract birds. The Council has seen no evidence that this separate bird strike requirement was considered before the Committee’s decision.
We would be grateful if you could confirm:
· Whether the Ministry of Defence was consulted on, or made aware of, this application before the Committee’s decision, including specifically in relation to bird strike safeguarding;

· Whether the application site falls within the bird strike safeguarding area for Weston-on-the-Green airfield, and whether the proposed changes to the site, including the SuDS features, would require assessment against it; and

· If no such consultation took place, whether the Ministry wishes to comment on the application at this stage, and what process would apply.
The Council raises this matter to ensure the correct statutory process has been followed.
Yours faithfully 

Emma Kearney 
Clerk to Islip Parish Council 

Cc:  District Cllr Timothy Faltermeyer, District Cllr Julian Nedelcu, District Cllr Alisa Russell and County Cllr Laura Gordon.
