ISLIP PARISH COUNCIL
Briefing Note – East West Rail Freight Loop
Council meeting: 9 June 2026 Agenda item: 7
Background
East West Rail (EWR) is a nationally promoted railway project connecting Oxford, Milton Keynes and Cambridge. As part of its current proposals, EWR is consulting on the construction of a freight loop on the south side of the existing railway line through Islip parish.
The loop would allow westbound freight trains to wait while passenger trains overtake. According to EWR’s consultation documents, the loop is now proposed to be 400 metres longer than previously indicated. Vehicle access to the compound would be routed through Islip station car park. EWR’s own documentation (pp.87–88) identifies the site as within a flood zone and an area of priority habitat on Otmoor.
The Consultation
EWR is currently running a public consultation on its proposals. The consultation closes at 23:59 on 9 June 2026 — the night of the meeting.
There is no dedicated question in the consultation relating to the Islip freight loop. Any representation on this matter should be submitted under Question 17 (Other feedback). Residents and organisations wishing to respond can do so via the EWR consultation portal: https://eastwestrail.co.uk/consultation 
Correspondence Received
The council has received correspondence from a planning consultant writing in a personal capacity.
The consultant raises the question of whether the existing westbound loop near Bicester – which serves the MOD Bicester Military Railway – could be used instead of constructing a new loop on Otmoor. The existing loop is approximately 900 metres long (sufficient for a 775-metre freight train) and already in place at no new construction cost.
At an EWR online consultation event on 6 May 2026, EWR responded verbally that the MOD loop “didn’t quite meet our requirements.” At a further session on 2 June 2026, the question was submitted again but was not answered.
For Councillors to Consider
Councillors are asked to note the correspondence received and to resolve whether the council wishes to submit a representation to the EWR consultation. 
Any representation would be submitted under Question 17 (Other feedback) on the EWR consultation portal.


